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Welcome!!! 
 

The staff and administration at Orcas Island High School and Middle School welcome you to 
OIHS and OIMS for the 2018-2019 year. We hope that this will be a successful and enjoyable 
school year for you. Our primary goal is to provide you with a nurturing environment for you to 
work and learn in and to provide you with a positive middle and high school experience. 
 
The material in this Student Handbook is designed to inform you and your parents of school 
policies and procedures and provide you with information that will assist you in having a 
successful year at OIHS and OIMS. Please take the time to review the information in the 
sections that follow and become familiar with its contents. As a student, you will be responsible 
for being aware of the information contained here. 
 
Sections may be added as the year progresses or parts may be changed as required by 
circumstances. We make changes in the handbook as required by changes in school policy and 
state law; and at the suggestion of students, staff, and community members. If parts of the 
handbook are in disagreement with school district policy or Washington State law those 
superseding policies/law will be applied/followed. As you work with this book this year, think 
about information it should contain or information that should be expanded or rewritten. You 
may find errors that should be corrected in the next edition. Please take time to make notes on 
your copy and share these with your student officers, and/or with school staff members. 
 
In order to assist you with personal organization, daily planners are available for purchase in the 
school office. We encourage all HS students to purchase and use a planner. Middle School 
students will be expected to use a planner. Your planner can be an important tool to keep track 
of class assignments, activities, and due dates for homework and long term assignments. 
 
We truly hope that this will be a wonderful year for you. If there is anything that we can do to 
help you through the school year, please let us know. Don’t forget to stop by the office to say 
“Hi.” 
 

The Mission and Vision of Orcas Island Middle and High School 
 
 

Mission 
 

Empowering all students for tomorrow! 
 
 

Vision 
 

We will empower all students to be independent learners who  
strive to maximize their potential. 
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Equal Educational Opportunity 
 

Orcas Island School District will provide equal educational opportunity and treatment for all 
students in all aspects of the academic and activities programs without discrimination based on 
race, religion, creed, color, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or military status, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender, expression or identity, marital status, the presence of any 
sensory, mental, or physical disability.  
 
A student, and/or parent, staff or other individual acting on behalf of students of the district who 
believes that he/she has been unlawfully discriminated against because of on race, religion, 
creed, color, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or military status, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender, expression or identity, marital status, the presence of any sensory, mental, 
or physical disability should report the alleged discrimination to the Orcas Island School District 
Compliance Officer (the Superintendent). For more information regarding Nondiscrimination 
policy and procedures please refer to OISD Policy No. 3210. 
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High School and Middle School Staff 
 
Title Name Email Ext. # 

HS & MS Principal Freeman, Kyle kfreeman@orcas.k12.wa.us 1517 

OASIS Principal, Sp Ed Director Bell, Becky bbell@orcas.k12.wa.us 1562 

HS & MS Office Manager Carter, Janna jcarter@orcas.k12.wa.us 1516 

HS & MS Office Clerk O’Brien, Marian mobrien@orcas.k12.wa.us 1515 

HS & MS Counselor Wrightsman, Nancy nwrightsman@orcas.k12.wa.us 1518 

Psychologist Kopet, Tim tkopet@orcas.k12.wa.us 1594 

SAFE Advocate Pinardi, Julie jpinardi@orcas.k12.wa.us 1553 

Athletic Director Wilson, Ryan rwilson@orcas.k12.wa.us 1548 

HS Science Alperin, Elisabeth lalperin@orcas.k12.wa.us 1526 

HS English, OASIS Austin, Maurice maustin@orcas.k12.wa.us 1525 

HS Spanish Parish, Rebecca rparish@orcas.k12.wa.us 1536 

HS & MS Math Kennedy, Ryan rkennedy@orcas.k12.wa.us 1534 

MS English & Social Studies Carter, Phil pcarter@orcas.k12.wa.us 1541 

HS Math Clancy, Vicki vclancy@orcas.k12.wa.us 1527 

HS Social Studies, HS Leadership Comito, Phil pcomito@orcas.k12.wa.us 1528 

HS & MS Band Dix, Darren ddix@orcas.k12.wa.us 1533 

MS PE Drake, Dan ddrake@orcas.k12.wa.us 1567 

HS PE and Health Wilson, Ryan rwilson@orcas.k12.wa.us 1521 

MS English, Social Studies and Math Freeman, Kimberly kimfreeman@orcas.k12.wa.us 1523 

OASIS Office Manager Wlaysewski, Katie kwlaysewski@orcas.k12.wa.us 1598 

HS & MS Study Skills, K-12 Truancy Hardee, Rebekah rhardee@orcas.k12.wa.us 1532 

HS English, HS Social Studies Hellar, Val vhellar@orcas.k12.wa.us 1535 

HS/MS English Language Learners Laflin, Catherine claflin@orcas.k12.wa.us 1505 

HS/MS Physics and Applied Physics, CTE McFarland, Brett bmcfarland@orcas.k12.wa.us 1545 

OASIS Sherman, Jill jsherman@orcas.k12.wa.us  

HS Special Education Davis, Melissa medavis@orcas.k12.wa.us 1532 

MS Science Tidwell, Laura ltidwell@orcas.k12.wa.us 1537 

HS English, HS Culinary Arts, MS Math Towne, Paula ptowne@orcas.k12.wa.us 1554 

HS Computer Ed Waage, Chris cwaage@orcas.k12.wa.us 1530 

MS Special Education Walstrom, Nancy nwalstrom@orcas.k12.wa.us 1513 

HS Art, Yoga, Yearbook Wiscomb, Corey cwiscomb@orcas.k12.wa.us 1544 

HS & MS Strings Wright, Pamela pwright@orcas.k12.wa.us 1589 
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ASB Officers for 2018-2019 
 

Associated Student Body (ASB) Executive Officers: Advisor: Phil Comito 
Levi Moss 
Parker Landsman 
Emma Thoron 
Henry Moe 
Ewan Lister 
 
Senior Class Officers: Advisor: Paula Towne 
President: Luke Pietsch 
Vice President: Millie Kau 
Treasurer: Meg Waage 
Secretary: Ethan White 
 
Junior Class Officers: Advisor: Val Hellar 
President: Arla Sutton 
Vice President: Birdie Greening 
Treasurer: Zoe Lewis-Shunk 
Secretary: Maia Lewis-Shunk 
 
Sophomore Class Officers:  Advisor: Chris Waage 
President: Thian Armenia 
Vice-President: Izie Janecek 
Secretary: Lindsey Simpson 
Treasurer: Grace Gustafson  
 
Freshman Class Officers: Advisor: Liz Alperin 
President: Tayla Malo 
Vice President: Lokahi Anuenue 
Treasurer: Uma McMurray 
Secretary: Augustus Smith 
 
Middle School ASB Executive Officers: Advisors: Phil Carter 
ASB Secretary: Avery Solesbee Kimberly Freeman,   
ASB Treasurer: Isabella Evans Laura Tidwell, Nancy Walstrom 
 
6th Grade Class Officers: 7th Grade Class Officers:  
Kristian Freeman Bethany Carter 
Scarlett Coffey Jefferson Freeman 
Zane Howard Theo Vaccarella 
 
8th Grade Class Officers:  
Mona Evans 
Christopher Mullan  
Finn Rubottom  
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Co-Curricular Activities 
 

All students participating in co-curricular activities, which include music and club programs, are required to               
conduct themselves as role models, to demonstrate good citizenship, and to comply with all rules and                
regulations of the Orcas Island School District. Coaches and club/activity advisors may apply further              
reasonable and necessary rules unique to the particular activity for which they have responsibility and which                
have been approved by the school administration. For further information regarding athletic activities see the               
Athletic Handbook or the rules for the specific club or team. 
 
 

Activity Advisor 
Yearbook (Desktop Course) Corey Wiscomb 
National Honor Society Vicki Clancy 
 
Club Advisor  
Ecology/Environmental Club Brett McFarland 
Key Club Maurice Austin 
Viking Voice Chris Waage 
Sailing Club Hannah Tuson-Turner 
 
 
 

Athletics 
 

Athletic/Activity Director Ryan Wilson  
 
Sport Coach  
Volleyball Rebekah Hardee 
Boys Soccer Terry Turner 
Cross Country Michael Kulper 
Girls Soccer Chama Anderson 
Boys Basketball Corey Wiscomb 
Girls Basketball Gregg Sasan 
Baseball James Segault 
Softball Kevin White 
Golf Bobby Olmsted 
MS Volleyball Kathy Morris 
MS Soccer Phil Carter 
MS Girls Basketball Dennis Dahl 
MS Boys Basketball Dan Drake  
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Orcas Island High School Daily Bell Schedules 
 

Monday  
(1-6) 

Tuesday  
(1-3) 

Wednesday  
(1-3 or 4-6 alternating 

weeks) 
1 hour early release 

Thursday  
(4-6) 

Friday 
 (1-6) 

1 8:30-9:25 
(55) 

1 8:30-10:25 
(115) 

1 (A) 
 or 

 4 (B) 
  

8:30-9:45 
(75) 

4 8:30-10:25 
(115) 

1 8:30-9:25 
(55) 

2 9:30-10:25 
(55) 

2 9:30-10:25 
(55) 

Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

Break 9:45-9:55 Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

3 10:35-11:30 
(55) 

2 10:35-12:30 
(115) 

2 (A) 
 or 

 5 (B) 

9:55-11:10 
(75) 

5 10:35-12:30 
(115) 

3 10:35-11:30 
(55) 

4 11:35-12:30 
(55) 

Break 11:10-11:20 4 11:35-12:30 
(55) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

3 (A)  
or 

 6 (B) 

11:20-12:35 
(75) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

5 1:10-2:05 
(55) 

3 1:10-3:05 
(115) 

Lunch 12:35-1:10 6 1:10-3:05 
(115) 

5 1:10-2:05 
(55) 

6 2:10-3:05 
(55) 

Advisory 1:15-2:05 6 2:10-3:05 
(55) 

    PLC 2:30-3:30 
Teacher 
professional 
learning time 

    

 
 

6 Period Days: 9/5, 9/6, 9/7, 11/13, 11/20, 1/22  
 
 
*Schedules may be adjusted for specific activities and needs, please see the weekly bulletin for 
special schedules. 
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Orcas Island Middle School Daily Bell Schedules 
 

 
Monday  

 
Tuesday  

 
Wednesday  

(1 hour early release) 
Thursday  

 
Friday 

 

1 8:30-9:25 
(55) 

1 8:30-9:25 
(55) 

1 8:30-9:25 
(55) 

1 8:30-9:25 
(55) 

1 8:30-9:25 
(55) 

2 9:30-10:25 
(55) 

2 9:30-10:25 
(55) 

9:25-9:40 Break 2 9:30-10:25 
(55) 

2 9:30-10:25 
(55) 

Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

TUTORIAL:​ 9:40-10:10 Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

Break 10:25-10:35 
(10) 

3 10:35-11:30 
(55) 

3 10:35-11:30 
(55) 

EXPLORATORY: 
10:15-12:25 (130) 

3 10:35-11:30 
(55) 

3 10:35-11:30 
(55) 

4 11:35-12:25 
(50) 

4 11:35-12:25 
(50) 

4 11:35-12:25 
(50) 

4 11:35-12:25 
(50) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

Lunch 12:30-1:05 
(35) 

5 1:10-2:05 
(55) 

5 1:10-2:05 
(55) 

Advisory 1:10-2:05 
(55) 

5 1:10-2:05 
(55) 

5 1:10-2:05 
(55) 

6 2:10-3:05 
(55) 

6 2:10-3:05 
(55) 

  6 2:10-3:05 
(55) 

6 2:10-3:05 
(55) 

    PLC 2:30-3:30 
Teacher 
professional 
learning 
time 

    

 
*Schedules may be adjusted for specific activities and needs, please see the weekly bulletin for 
special schedules. 
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PM Assembly Schedule  Noon Release 3 Period Day 

1 8:30-9:20  1 or 4 8:30-9:35 

2 9:25-10:15 3 or 5 9:40-10:45 

Break 10:15-10:25 Break 10:45-10:55 

3 10:25-11:15 3 or 6 10:55-12:00 

4 11:20-12:10   

Lunch 12:10-12:45   

5 12:50-1:40   

6 1:45-2:35*   

Assembly 2:35-3:05   

AM Assembly Schedule  Noon Release Schedule 

1 8:30-9:20*  1 8:30-9:00 

Assembly 9:20-9:50  2 9:05-9:35 

2 9:55-10:45  3 9:40-10:10 

Break 10:45-10:55  4 10:15-10:45 

3 10:55-11:45  Break 10:45-10:55 

4 11:50-12:35  5 10:55-11:25 

Lunch 12:35-1:10  6 11:30-12:00 

5 1:15-2:10    

6 2:15-3:05    

 
*Students are to be brought to the assembly by their teacher from the period before the 
assembly and should be in the gym or commons at the designated start time for the assembly.  
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Wednesday Alternating Week Schedule: 
A: 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
B: 4th, 5th, 6th 

 
 

 1st SEMESTER  6 Period Day: 9/5, 9/6, 9/7, 
11/13, 11/20, 1/22  

2nd SEMESTER 

Date Classes Date Classes 

9/12 A 1/30 A 

9/19 B 2/6 B 

9/26 A 2/13 A 

10/3 B 2/27 B 

10/10 PSAT 3/6 A 

10/17 A 3/13 B 

10/24 B 3/20 A 

10/31 A 3/27 B 

11/7 B 4/3 A 

11/14 A 4/10 B 

11/21 No School 4/17 A 

11/28 B 5/1 B 

12/5 A 5/8 A 

12/12 B 5/15 B 

12/19 A 5/22 A 

1/9 A 5/29 B 

1/16 B 6/5 A 

1/23 Finals 6/12 B 

   6/19 Last Day 
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Music Competition/Trips 
 

Students who participate in school music programs for instruments or choir may be invited to participate in 
competitions or trips with the group. Only students who are participation in the music program, which means 
the student has high school class in music, will be able to participate in competitions or trips. For further 
information, please contact music teachers Darren Dix or Pamela Wright. 
 

Breakfast & Lunch Program 
 
Students may bring a lunch or purchase lunch in the cafeteria. Lunch and breakfast costs may be paid at the 
cafeteria, or on the district website. Free and reduced lunch meals are available to eligible students; 
applications may be obtained in the office. You can also complete your application online at: 
https://www2.nwrdc.wa-k12.net/scripts/cgiip.exe/WService=worcass71/fwemnu01.w 
Breakfast is available before school and at the designated break time between classes. 
 

High School Lunch 
 
No high school students should expect to be served during the middle school break or lunch times or at any 
times other than the designated times for high school break and lunch. Please remember to treat your school, 
and each other, with respect and dignity wherever and whenever you are eating. Students are welcome to eat 
in the cafeteria or in and around the High School, but generally not in the Middle School courtyard or in any 
location that is in view or noise range of middle school classrooms.  
 
Wherever you eat, you are expected to clean up after yourself. In the cafeteria or around the school you need 
to leave the space clean. Be sure that you dispose of your trash and, in the cafeteria, use the sponge provided 
to wipe the table before you leave. If someone at your table or in your area forgets to clean up their own mess, 
do it for them.  
 

Middle School Lunch and Breaks 
 
At the end of the lunch time, all tables must be neat and clean for the next group of students. Clear your own 
trash and wipe your own place with the sponges provided. If someone at your table forgets to clean his/her 
place, clean it for them. Generally, students who purchase a school lunch eat in the cafeteria. However, all 
students are invited to eat in the courtyard. Of course, students who eat outside are expected to keep the 
courtyard looking neat and free of litter.  
 
Usually, during lunch time, middle school students can be in the courtyard, or in the middle school commons or                   
in the library or in the old gym. Sometimes one or more of these options is closed to students because of                     
events being held in the space or because of some problem that has occurred. Middle school students are also                   
allowed to play on the open space between the buildings or behind the old gym. Middle school students are not                    
to be in Buck Park except with the permission and under the supervision of a staff member. When students are                    
given a class break, teachers will specify the areas that are open for students. At no time is there to be running                      
or chasing around in the courtyard. There are too many people walking or sitting in the area for running or                    
chasing to be a safe activity. At no time are students to play tackle football or other physically rough games or                     
activities. Such rough activities could result in injuries to the participants. When available, a supervisor will take                 
students to the field, playground or gym.  
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Lunch and Breakfast Cost 
 

 Student Reduced Cost Adult 

Breakfast     $1.75 MS  / $2.00 HS $0.30 $2.25 

                 Lunch     $3.00 MS / $3.25 HS $0.40 $5.25 

 
 
 

Counseling, Guidance and Academics 
 

Guidance services are available for every student in the school. These services include assistance with               
educational planning (courses, colleges, etc); interpretation of test scores; occupational/career information;           
help with home, school and/or social concerns; or any topic a student would like to discuss with the school                   
counselor. We encourage all students and parts/guardians to see the counselor any time they have a concern                 
relating to class programs, academic progress, or any area relating to school. Stop by the office at any time to                    
schedule an appointment. Parents wishing to contact the counselor may make an appointment by calling               
376-1518. 
 
 

ACADEMICS 
 

Skyward Online Grading Program 
 
All teachers at OIHS and OIMS utilize the Skyward Online Grading Program, that is available via the school 
district's “family access” system, to post student grades online. The use of the online grade posting system 
provides students and parents with student assignment/grade information throughout the school year. 
 
The family access system provides students and parents with the ability to track student progress as well as 
the opportunity to monitor attendance and other student records. The goal is for each student to take 
responsibility for his/her learning. Students need to remain focused on their learning and not only their grades. 
Learning is a process. We encourage and support ongoing improvement, not just the current level of 
performance.  
 
Staff members at OIHS are committed to have our student online grades up to date on our posted progress 
report dates and at mid-term & end of semester. Between the progress report, mid-term and semester reports, 
student grades will be updated on a teacher-by-teacher basis as work is completed, evaluated and the 
individual grades posted.  
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Grading Scale 
 

Grade GPA Points Percentage 

A 4.0 100% - 93% 

A- 3.7 92.99% - 90% 

B+ 3.3 89.99% - 87% 

B 3.0 86.99% - 83% 

B- 2.7 82.99% - 80% 

C+ 2.3 79.99% - 77% 

C 2.0 76.99% - 73% 

C- 1.7 72.99% - 70% 

D+ 1.3 69.99% - 67% 

D 1.0 66.99% - 60% 

F 0.0 59.99%-0% 

 
Report Card Dates 

  
Report cards are issued four times a school year, one per quarter. Semester grades reflect a student's final 
grade for a course. Quarter grades are provided as a progress report for HS Students. Report cards will be 
mailed home approximately one week after the end of each quarter: 
 
End of Quarters: 

1st Quarter:  November 2nd 
2nd Quarter/1st Semester:  January 25th 
3rd Quarter:  April 5th 
4th Quarter/2nd Semester:  June 19th  

If you do not receive your report card shortly after the above dates, please check with the school office. 
 

Academic Honesty 
 

Honesty is a compelling principle by which we operate all aspects of student and school life. Academic honesty 
is highly valued at OIHS and OIMS. Student should not cheat or plagiarize, nor should they tolerate such 
among fellow students. Students do not receive credit for work that is not their own. Cheating is defined as an 
attempt to earn credit or receive a grade for coursework in a manner other than defined as acceptable by the 
teacher. Plagiarism is taking of language, ideas or thoughts from another person or resource without 
acknowledging the source. Students who use plagiarized papers or projects or are involved in any other form 
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of cheating will be subject to reduction in grades and/or disciplinary action for a first offense. Because of the 
serious nature of academic honesty, violations of this code may result in loss of credit for the assignment with 
a recorded failing grade. It may also entail loss of credit for the course with a recorded failing grade, removal 
from the course with a failing grade, and or additional appropriate disciplinary action. 
 

Academic Awards and Recognition 
 

High School award assemblies are held each semester and Middle School each quarter. Class grades are 
averaged to obtain a Grade Point Average (GPA) for each semester. GPAs are based on a 4.0 scale. Only 
full-time students (5 or more credits) are eligible for honor roll. Students must also have all grades completed 
by the end of the grading period.  Except in extraordinary cases, students will not be considered for inclusion 
in the Honor Roll if they have an incomplete in any class at the time of grading.  No student will be considered 
for Honor Roll with a grade of Unsatisfactory in any class. 
 

Honor Roll: 3.25 - 3.49 Grade Point Average.  
 

High Honor Roll: 3.5 or above Grade Point Average.  
 
High Honors Cards for discounts or other special recognition at local merchants are awarded to students who 
achieve a 3.5 or above GPA for that semester (High School) / quarter (Middle School). High Honors Cards are 
given to both Middle and High School students. 
 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian Calculation and Award 
 
The Valedictorian (highest GPA) and Salutatorian (second highest GPA) for the graduating class will be 
determined as follows: 
 
Students overall OIHS GPA (only courses taken at OIHS will be counted toward this calculation) will be 
calculated, along with the exception that AP courses will be weighted on a 5 point scale, for determining class 
rank for the graduating class valedictorian and salutatorian. GPA calculation for Graduation awards will be 
calculated to the nearest hundredth. In the event of a tie the award will be shared between the recipients. 
Students must have attended OIHS for their Junior and Senior year to be eligible for the Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian Award. 
 

Celebration of Success  
 

The high school staff sponsors an assembly on the Friday before graduation to celebrate the accomplishments 
of students and for the awarding of local scholarships to graduating seniors. 
 

Service to School and Community 
  

All students are encouraged to contribute time and energy to make their school and community a better place. 
Students will have opportunities to participate in service activities through many groups at school.  All students 
are encouraged to participate in at least 5 hours of service each quarter and to keep track of their volunteer 
service activities. Key Club and National Honor Society provide their members with many opportunities to 
perform service as well as a way to track the number of hours performed during the school year. 
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Middle School Service to School and Community 
 

A Builders’ Club operates at the middle school to provide opportunities for service to our school and to the                   
community. Builders’ Club is the younger branch of Kiwanis which also sponsors the Key Club at the high                  
school. All middle school students are encouraged to participate in volunteer service to their school and to their                  
community. Students are encouraged to complete 4 hours of service to their school or to the community each                  
quarter. 

Exploratory Program 
 

Middle school students participate in a program of special interest classes called Exploratory. For these               
classes, students will choose from such offerings as art, foods, sailing, student assistants, etc. 
 

National Honor Society 
 
The purpose of National Honor Society is to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render 
service, to promote leadership, and to develop character in the students of Orcas Island High School. 
Membership in National Honor Society is both an honor and a responsibility. Membership is open to those 
students in the 10th grade who have maintained a 3.5 cumulative grade point average and to only those who 
are viewed by the faculty as prospective students who will enhance the chapter as a whole. Students who 
qualify on grades will be invited to join NHS at the beginning of their 10th grade year. Performance in areas of 
leadership, service, and character will be taken into consideration.  
For further information please review the National Honor Society Bylaws. 
 

High School Course Credits 
 

A student who successfully completes a semester’s work receives one-half (.5) credit toward graduation.  No 
credit is given if a student: 
       1.  Receives a grade of F in a course. 
       2.  Is removed from/or drops a class after the fourth week of the semester. 
Students must successfully complete required courses and accumulate a minimum of 24 credits in order to 
be eligible for graduation from Orcas Island High School. 
 

REQUIRED CREDITS: 
 
English 4 
Social Studies 3 
Math 3 
Science 3 
Physical Education 2 
Arts 2  (one may be PPR*) 
Vocational 1 
Foreign Language 2 or 2 PPR* 
Electives 4 
 
Total Credits 24 
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*Beginning with the class of 2019, students will be required to complete 24 credits for graduation. Students 
will be required to complete 2 credits of either world language or 2 credits in a Personalized Pathway 
Requirement (PPR). PPR are related courses that lead to specific, post high school career or educational 
outcome chosen by the student based on the student’s interests and High School and Beyond plan, that may 
include Career and Technical Education, and are intended to provide a focus for the student’s learning. 

 
Orcas Island High School Graduation Requirements 

 
In addition to earning the 24 required credits that are outlined above, students must fulfill the state and school 
requirements for earning a diploma.  These include successful completion of a High School and Beyond Plan 
and a Culminating Project and acceptable scores on the required state tests.  
 
Participation in the graduation commencement shall be limited to those students who have completed all Orcas 
Island High School graduation requirements by the announced deadline date prior to the ceremony. A student 
with an extraordinary circumstance beyond their control may request of the Principal an exception from this 
requirement. Students desiring to receive a diploma from Orcas Island High School shall meet the following 
requirements: Complete (pass) all required credits, earn all credits from an accredited educational institution, 
completion of High School and Beyond Plan, pass all required state assessments, completion of the 
Culminating Project and the student's entity (status of enrollment) must be Orcas Island High School at the 
time of graduation. Students must participate in all graduation rehearsal events in order to participate in the 
commencement ceremony. 

 
High School and Beyond Plan 

 
The High School and Beyond Plan is a state graduation requirement.   As students complete 8th grade or as 
they enter high school, they will work with our counselor to complete the High School and Beyond Plan, also 
known as the Five Year Plan. Students revise the plan through high school as their goals and plans change. A 
plan usually includes the student’s goals, which may be work, military service, two or four year college, 
apprenticeship or other training programs or technical school. The student’s post high school goal helps them 
decide on their high school courses. Four year colleges, for example, have specific entry requirements that 
students will need to meet in order to be admitted. In Advisory Classes, students will work with their High 
School and Beyond Plan to research and plan the best options after graduation from high school.  
 

State Required Tests 
 
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/#3 
 
Public school students in Washington state must fulfill all graduation requirements to earn a certificate of 
academic achievement (CAA)/high school diploma. One of those requirements is to pass exit exams, or 
state-approved alternatives, in English language arts (ELA) and math. 
 
High school students are also required to take a biology EOC. Beginning with the Class of 2015, passing the 
biology EOC, or a state-approved alternative, is required to be eligible for graduation. Some students may 
have taken a math or biology EOC before 10th grade if they were enrolled in one of those classes. If they 
passed an EOC before 10th grade, their scores are “banked” to meet state and federal requirements. They will 
not be required to take a math or biology EOC in high school. 
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A small number of students receiving special education services are eligible to earn a certificate of individual 
achievement (CIA)/high school diploma by meeting standard in the Washington Alternate Assessment System 
(WAAS). Eligibility is determined by a student’s IEP team. 
 
Tests Required for Graduation 

�&�O�D�V�V���R�I�������� �6�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �7�H�V�W��

�����������D�Q�G���E�H�\�R�Q�G�� ELA �&�K�R�R�V�H��������
● Smarter Balanced ELA test (��exit exam 

score��)** 
● WA-AIM (��exit exam score��)** 

Math �&�K�R�R�V�H��������
● Smarter Balanced Math test (��exit exam 

score��)** 
● WA-AIM (��exit exam score��)** 

Science 
2021 and 
beyond 

�&�K�R�R�V�H��������
● Washington Comp. Assessment of Science 

● WA-AIM (��exit exam score��)**��
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State Testing Dates 2018-2019 
 

Test Grade Subject Requirement Date 

Smarter Balanced 
Fall Retake 

11 & 12  All students in the class of 2019 and 
2020 or earlier who have not met  
math or ELA graduation  
requirements. 

October 22-November 16 

Smarter Balanced 6th, 7th &  
8th 

English/Language 
 Arts & Math 

Required Must be administered with 
in the last 12 weeks of the 
school year but no later 
than June 7th. 
March 18th-June 7th 

Smarter Balanced  10th  English/Language 
Arts 
 
Math 

Required for graduation for classes 
of 2019 and beyond. 

Must be administered 
within the last 12 weeks  
of the school year, but  
No later than June 7th 
March 4th-June 7th 
 

Smarter Balanced  11th and 
12th 

English/Language 
Arts 
 
Math 

Available to students who have not 
Yet passed the ELA and/or math 
Assessments or who previously 
Tested and would like to attempt a 
higher score. 

Must be administered 
within the last 12 weeks  
of the school year, but  
No later than June 7th 
March 4th-June 7th 

Washington  
Comprehensive 
Assessment of  
Science 

8th & 11th Science Required for Federal Accountability April 15-June 7th 

ELPA21 (English 
Language Proficiency 
Assessment for the 
21st Century) 

K-12 Writing, Reading, 
Listening and 
Speaking 

Required for federal and state 
accountability for EL students who 
qualify  for State Transitional 
Bilingual Program. 

January 28-March 22 

WA-AIM (Washington 
Access to Instruction 
And Measurement) 

3-8 and 11 English Language 
Arts, Mathematics  
and Science 

The WA-AIM is required for federal 
and state accountability for eligible 
Students in grades 3-8 and 11 and  
can fulfill graduation requirements. 

October 15-April 5 

  
 
State approved alternatives to these tests are described at: ��http://www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/StateTesting.aspx 
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The Culminating Project 
 
The Culminating Project, also known as the Senior Project, is completed in the student’s final year of high 
school. There are two components to this requirement. Students will be required to complete a paper as part of 
their first semester Contemporary Issues course. This paper will ask the student to take a position on a current 
world issue, complete research on this topic and present their position to the school and community. The 
second aspect of the Culminating Project will be completed as part of the Civics and Government course. 
Students will engage in a project that provides a learning stretch and also a community service. 
 
Details of these are worked out with the supervising teacher, student and parent. There are forms and 
guidelines and supports to help each student keep on track and successfully complete the project. 
 
Both elements of the Culminating Project will be completed as part of the course of study in the Contemporary 
Issues and Civics and Government courses. Students must register for these courses in-order to complete this 
graduation requirement. 
 

Other Standardized Tests for Planning and Beyond High School 
 
In addition to state tests required for a diploma, students and parents have options for other assessments 
to help guide the student’s future plans.   Most parents and students are aware of the SAT or ACT tests 
that most colleges require as a part of the application process for entrance. Most colleges will take either of 
these tests as a part of the application process. Students usually take these tests in their junior year of high 
school. Timelines are important when dealing with the college application process. Most four year college 
applications are submitted by December of the student’s senior year of high school.  
  
To help students plan for the future and prepare for success on the SAT or ACT, we offer the pretests for 
the ACT and the SAT at district expense to our 10th and 11th graders.  These are optional tests; no one is 
required to take them. Both tests are usually offered in mid October. Note that these tests must be taken on 
the date and at the time assigned. 
 

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 
 
The SAT is used by colleges for admissions purposes. Students should take this test in the spring of their 
junior year (recommended) or fall of their senior year. The test is administered at OIHS and can be 
registered for online at www.collegeboard.com. This test can be taken at alternative sites as well. OISD 
does not cover the expense of the SAT. 

 
SAT Subject Tests 

 
Some competitive colleges require the SAT subject test in addition to the SAT Reasoning Test. The test is 
used as part of the admissions process. Colleges may require two or three subject tests. See college 
websites or catalogs for specific requirements. 
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American College Test (ACT) 
 

The ACT is similar to the SAT. Some colleges require it in lieu of the SAT. Most colleges accept either the 
SAT or ACT. ACT offers an optional writing test. Students should check with prospective colleges to see 
what they recommend. Register for the ACT at www.act.org 
 

PLAN 
 
All 10th graders are invited to take the pre-ACT test, the PLAN.  This test comes with an interest inventory 
which students often find useful as they think about how their interests may match with a career.  For more 
information about the PLAN test: http://www.act.org/plan/ 
 

PSAT 
 
All 11th graders are invited to take the pre-SAT test, the PSAT.  This is the qualifying test for the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  For more information about the PSAT test: 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html 
 

ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) 
 
The ASVAB is another test that students have found helpful in planning for their future.  All of the branches 
of the military use the results of this voluntary test for career and training placement. Students who want 
more information about their skills and interests or who are considering a career in the military should plan 
to take the ASVAB.  This test is often given by a representative of the military and there is no charge for 
test.  It is a three-hour test identifying a student’s vocational aptitudes and strengths.  For more information 
contact a military recruiter, our school counselor, or see: http://official-asvab.com/ 
 

Advanced Placement Exams (AP) 
 

AP exams are offered annually in May to give high school students opportunities to demonstrate 
college-level achievement. Each university has its own policy regarding college credit based upon a 
five-point scale. 
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